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Posted on Thu, Sep. 15, 2005

Probation revoked for hit-run suspect

Her arrest violated terms of program

By THERESA CONROY
conroyt@phillynews.com

This is what we call an unfortunate visual image:

The restaurant owner accused of a high-profile, fatal hit-and-run, leaving a court hearing by
careening wildly across the busy city street in front of the Criminal Justice Center.

Pursued by TV reporters, Susanna Goihman - charged, so far, with fleeing the scene of
Kayla Peter's June 19 traffic death in East Falls - took off in a hurry after her probation was
revoked for a January drunk-driving case.

Just weeks before Peter's death, Goihman - charged with DUI after a January fender-
bender - was admitted into a special program for first-time, nonviolent offenders. Her arrest
for fleeing the scene of the accident that killed 15-year-old Peter was a direct violation of the
terms of her Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition, or ARD, said prosecutor Mark Gilson.
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"As a result of her arrest, she was removed from ARD," Gilson said.

Gilson stressed that, given the circumstances of Goihman's first arrest, she was eligible for
the ARD program.

"No one knew that two weeks later," he said.

Goihman now must stand trial on Nov. 21 for the January DUI charge.

Neither Goihman nor her attorney, Brian McMonagle, commented on the case.

During her brief court appearance yesterday, Goihman - eschewing her infamous Mickey
Mouse sweatshirt in favor of a black shirt and black pin-striped pants - walked slowly and
limped, appearing to have an injured foot. When asked after court if she had hurt herself,
Goihman nodded yes.

She recovered fast. Within minutes, Goihman was weaving in and out of cars, making that
desperate dart to avoid the TV news cameras.

Gilson said a grand jury is continuing its investigation into the accident. He declined to
discuss details of that investigation.

"We are certainly exploring all the circumstances surrounding what occurred in the Kayla
Peter hit-and-run," he said.

Sources have said police and the grand jury are trying to determine if Goihman was drunk
at the time of the accident. In the January case, her blood-alcohol level was twice the legal
limit, Gilson said.

Goihman was arrested on Jan. 2 at 11:30 p.m. and charged with drunken driving after her
car bumped the back of another vehicle in a Burger King parking lot on Chelten Avenue.
Officers at the scene said Goihman smelled of alcohol and appeared to be intoxicated.

"It's a very strong case," Gilson said.
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